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Mess With This Texan, You'll Pay in a Song

By JON CARAMANICA
IRANDA LAMBERT’S new album, “Crazy Ex-
Girlfriend” (Sony Nashville). opens with a sinister
mise of comeuppance aimed at an abusive

inpowder & I_cad.” comes ina proud.
ifshort. lincof counry songs sung by women — including
M; °s “Independence Day.” Shania Tw:
Jack Eyes. Blue Tears and the Dixie Goodbye
— about overcoming domestic abuse.

"he hook for it came, as these things sometimes do, dur-
ingaclass in using concealed handguns. Ms. Lambert, who
Tives in Texas, was in et
asuccessful lawyer who carried a pistol in her pu
s the st one you'd expoc. ety e blonde.cid
Ms. Lambert in’a telephon

where she was oring i Dicrie

s. Lambert took the class
former polm o lku‘dlld private invest
mate. (He outshot he bt himon the writlen es.)
Wil dayreaming during: ectue, she came up with the
Iyric: “I'm gonna show “him what a little gi
offGunpowder and lead/His fist i ig but my gun’s big-
ger/He'll find out when I pull e
Raucousness is the dominant mndc (’m “Crazy Ex-Girl
friend.” Ms. Lambert’s second major-label albun. buids
on \m o side she displayed so effectively on ber 2003
debut, K vhich has been certified platinum and
\»'huhu\abl ish hartcaland fan ayoric, o
of country music’s mostpromisin ack:
ragex ' foud ouitar ek el Pkttt fll b o
slick, Ms. Lambert sounds |
emotionally insightful spark plu
current munln ‘mainstream, salc
much \lkc an outsider.
mbert, 23, cites the usual outlaw influences —
Waylon Jelmans Merle Hagard — as wellus the well-re-
garded si \gwrilers. SlulenIL Buddy Miller, Jerry
Sl Walker and Gy Clark In ese mbert is an
alt-counly singer opering covertly in the mainstrea
“ D\H"l\lYmk’un the Dixie Chicks — I(hlnk there’s a way
0 be really cool and mainstream. too.”
Part of her success can be attributed to the nine eeks she
spent as a contestant on the 2003 debut season of the USA
etwork’s “Nashville Star, an “American Idol” for coun-
that saved me a couple years of

sitis. she sounds very

honky-tonks.” M
She placed .
followed, “Kerosen

deal; the album that

its debut at No. | on the Billboard country album chart, a
supris siven ihatshe had ot yot had a
20. And it was certified platinum without si
port fom country adho: none of the four ingles trom the
ked the Top 10 of the Billlx y singles

which is heavily determined by radio
s a litle harder-edged than what
e Irom st female st n i ormat”
ton, publisher of the trade publication Country Aircheck.
“It might be closer to what some men sing, and 0 radio

N et pinmp a umh ux; cool fora g |h.x|
outlaw mover

itslf as hidebound and m Tealy comsematie. She sivs
the country singer Gretchen wn«m opened the door for
: the ragged work-

huge it n 2004
Laml Peo-
i ,‘ 2 that grimy

certhere was no hope.
. “You're not coming in

e s have served Ms. Lambert well, The title
trck of “Kerosene.”an aggressive,rock-orienid breakup
song, was the album’s most successful radio single. Ms.
Fambert had wanted it released First,but her abelopted (0
release it third. She i facing a similar strugele with *Crazy
ExGirlfriend.” *I wouldn't have picked *Famous in a

Small Tow he says of nm wistful and plain irst single.
Indeed. it m\lmcnl o album’: >h|"h pom

Sfiesttrack, i enrancingly dan
IA\mhul has \\l\\mg LR‘AI[ nn II of her debut
: azy Ex-Girl-

all
frig

s tougher when
cnu|\lul w ||h the demands of the road, though.

‘Dwight Yoakam, the
Dixie Chicks — I think
there’s a way to be really
cool and mainstream, too.”

1 used to'sit down and just write. No -
member the fast time | finished a son; 1sce
what happens toartists when they stop w m|n<v and it really
bothers me. T can e happening o me, and it’s frustrai-

Idun lut,
e sai

"®She honed her songwiting chops long before she a
peared on “Nashville Star,” practicing her craft while s
siil lived with her parents in Lindale. a fown of about 3.000

d d just that.*
Child, M. | ambert grayitted (oward the plam and
fater the gtitar When she it exccl in scholastice, her
sfully petitioned to reinstate the school choir
so'erdaughter coud follow e assion,

arents. who now run her

E

Miranda Lambert in
concert last year with
the guitarists Aden
Bubeck, left, and
Alex Weeden. She
came up with lyrics
for her song
“Gunpowder &
Lead,” from her new
album, “Crazy

Ex- Glr]fnend while
ina handgun class.

her cope with stardom at a
young age. “1 am a reall
od judge of characte
she said. “I'm skeptical al-
mostoa fault, When things
2o awry and I'm the boss. |

chon. el b divcnce
was final. They met while
cfoming ‘4 _duct _of
“You're n God
Vst OMlchom o
2005 special on Country Music Television. Mr. Shelion.
sevenyear e senio, s Known for puling a wry it o
eman country ballads (his ntalbum is “Pure
% sonsc: T & both Nt e sheptics working
within the sysiem. And minor gosip aside. they e a very
in public.
“We're not rying o be the next Faithand Tim,” M. Lam-

skill
certsShe's now playing — nmhmdlmu\")el
) h\xn getting into live I)Vlkalnl lately.” she s:

“Steve Farleat “Austin City Limis. Hove e Band,
LL\( W.AII/ And “Be; Cl c .A\ ‘Wembley.
Sthe

hc
The
I'm

upcm\mn o private investigators who were on the tcam

that worked for Paula Jones in her lawsuit against President

Bill Clinton. Talk at the dinner table about infidclities was

frank, giving Ms. Lambert plenty of grist for her done-
wrote a lot of my songs at 17.” she said, re-

talks. “So no, I haven'tlived all that lfe.

she credits her unsheltered upbringing with helping

tr)u o take it bitsFrom hat for my ive show™

So maybe she’s not so “alt” after all. “When people I

thought were relly coo startd telling me 1 ke your

as like, “Oh gosh, oh gosh. I'm not going io be

|)ﬂpu ar,  she said with mock fear, “And  want o be main-

stream, T don't do anything else in life, and 1 want to be
doing "




