Country Music’s Biggest Night*
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“BRENDA LEE™
Still “Dynamite”




by PHYLLIS STARK

George Strait gave 8 memorable lead performance as Country singer Dusty Chandler in the 1992 flm "Pure Country,” but hasr't been seen on
film since. But with his recent induction inta the Country Music Hall of Fame and with 53 No. 1 hits under his big beit buckle, Strait confessed he's
considering gomng Hollywood once mare;

* am starting to get the bug again;* he said-of acting, If the right thing was 1o come along, | may getserious:| need to do it agaln because |
really enjoyed it. It was a lat of fun

In the meantime, Strait has plenty to keep him accupled on the music side of his career, with two new albums on the market and a major tour
faunching in January. He was inducted into the Hall of Fame inNovember during“The 40th Annual CMA Awards® in Naghwill

Strait released his MCA Nashyi b, itfust Comes Natural, his 34th album, on Oct. 3, ts leadoff single, “Give It Away." gave him that 53rd No. 1
at the same time Strait marked his 25th anniversary with the label and more than 62 million albums sold.

Fram sophisticated Western swing and clever barroom anthems to-sawdust two-steppers and smoky neon baltads, It Just Comes Nalural,
featuring 15 songs,is al that and more.It's vintage Strait from Bobby Braddock's timeless, tangue-in-chesk “She Told Me 50,"to the serisual ballad
“That's My Kind af Woman,” co-written by perennial Strait favarits Dean Dilion. The deceptively simple title track. penned by Jim Collins and Marv
Gieen, is a parfect fit for Strait's smooth, unaffected style, 3315 the easygning Cris Moore and Lee Roy Pamell tos-tapper,"One Foor in Front of the
Other” The whimsical ‘Texas Cookini* written by the legendary Guy Clark, is culinary gold minied from the mid ‘705 Austin folk scene. A tria of
cowhoy tunes heip round out the album

Strait aiso has a new holiday album, Frésh Cut Christmas, selling exclusively, — and biriskly — in Halimark Goid-Crown stares for only $7.95 edch
wilth purchase of three Halimark cards. Hallmark repérted the album soid ammilion copies in justits first week on the rack The retaileris also selfing
special "Say IEWith Music*song cards that 's version of "0 Chiisimas Tree,” as featured on the album,

As far the Hall of Fame Induction, Stralt said he was totally surprised” when he first got the news While it was somisthing he aspired ta achieve
ane day, Stait never thaught it would Rappen at what hie considers to be this early stage of his career. “it's such a huge hanor,”he said, adding
that Its an“oUtstanding ides”to induct some artists into the Hall at the prime of their careers
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After six months or more off the oad, Strait prepares for a new 10w by fehearsing with his
Ace in the Hale band to“knock the cobwebs off, grease all the wheels and get backin the feel
of it,” he said

Asked what itis about him as an entertainer that consisteritl packs arenas, Strait
madestly responds,”] wish | knew.” Pressed for an answer, he credited his “great
band.” which ensures a show that is ‘musically very tight ” He also credited the
abundance of hit sangs he has to draw on, and the fact that he and the band try
10 perform the songs just as they sound on the CD3, something Strait beli
audlience really wants
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Despite the hutterflies, and his jokes about *hanging it up” Strait hias no plans to
quit touring anytime soon "We've had a lot of fans for a lot of years and they're very
foyal," he said."l'm going to keep going 25 long s they keep coming™
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